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Denistone East Public School
HOMEWORK POLICY
Policy Statement 

The NSW Education Department policy statement sets out requirements for schools in relation to the development of homework policies.
https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/homework-policy
Rationale 
Denistone East Public School recognises the importance of Stage appropriate homework activities to consolidate learning outcomes and curriculum content taught in the classroom program.  Students across Kindergarten to Year 6 are encouraged to participate in homework activities. Homework is defined as any task assigned by school teachers intended for students to carry out during non-school hours designed to meet specific learning goals. Although completion of homework is not compulsory, it is encouraged and valued at our school.

Homework is most beneficial when:

· it allows for practise and consolidation of work done in class

· it is purposeful, but not so demanding that it has adverse effects on the student’s motivation

· it develops the core learning skills of inquiry and independent study

· students take responsibility for their homework, supported by their parents or caregivers

· it is set on a regular basis and teacher expectations are communicated clearly
· as children become older they learn to manage their time to complete homework and other tasks.

· teachers set suitable amounts of homework which are varied and at an appropriate level considering the age, stage of schooling and capabilities of students

· it is reviewed and/or commented on by teachers in a timely and accurate manner
Role Statements
Parents and caregivers can help by:

· taking an active interest in homework

· ensuring that there is time set aside for homework

· encouraging and supporting children to complete homework

· providing, where possible, a dedicated place and desk for homework and study

· encouraging their children to read and take an interest in current events

· assisting teachers to monitor homework 

· communicating with teachers any concerns about homework
Teachers can help by:

· explaining to students and parents or caregivers the purpose and benefits of homework

· ensuring students and parents or caregivers are aware of the school’s homework policy

· providing quality homework activities related to classwork

· setting a suitable amount of relevant homework in line with the DOE Homework Policy which is appropriate to student needs
· ensuring that students are aware of what is expected of them
· giving students sufficient time to complete their homework
· checking homework promptly, maintaining homework records and providing feedback
· alerting parents or caregivers of any developing problems concerning their children’s homework 

Students can help by:

· being aware of the purpose of homework

· being aware of their school’s homework policy

· completing quality homework within the given time frame

· communication homework expectations to parents or caregivers 

· seeking assistance from teachers and parents or caregivers when difficulties arise

· organising their time to ensure homework is completed within set deadlines. 

The three main types of homework are:
· Practice exercises – providing students with the opportunities to apply new knowledge, or review, revise and reinforce newly acquired skills.
· Preparatory homework – proving opportunities for students to gain background information on a unit of study so that they are better prepared for future lessons, including researching topics for a class unit or work and preparing and practising public speaking notes

· Individual Tasks – encouraging students to pursue knowledge individually and imaginatively, including making or designing something e.g. an art work and investigations e.g. science.
Implementation
At Denistone East Public School, the amount of time that students are encouraged to spend on homework will depend upon the age, ability, home environment and extracurricular activities of students, including family and cultural obligations.  It is important that students of all ages have opportunities for free time, leisure and physical activities outside of school. 

Kindergarten (Early Stage 1)
Generally teachers will not set formal homework in Term 1. 
Students are strongly encouraged to participate in daily Home Reading Program.
As the year progresses, homework tasks are set to consolidate classroom learning. 
Homework activities include:

· home reading program

· weekly speaking and listening (news)
· self paced Rainbow Words program  
· maths share activities (optional Terms 3 and 4)

All activities at home or in play can assist children to develop a wide range of knowledge and skills including literacy, numeracy and problem solving.  It should also be remembered that self-directed play in unstructured times is important.  Language and number concepts can be introduced and consolidated in many family activities, including:

· shopping

· preparation of food

· listening to stories, learning songs and nursery rhymes

· conversations about what is happening at school

· interactive video and computer programs

· reading, library borrowing, family outings, collecting items.

Years 1 and 2 (Stage 1)

In Stage 1 consideration should be given to the setting of formal homework. However, the approximate time recommended is 15 minutes per night (Monday-Thursday). This includes reading time. Homework Activities include:
· spelling lists and activities

· topic talks – linked to units in Science and Technology and Human society and its Environment

· mathematics activities

· home reading program

· specific literacy and numeracy activities tailored to meet student’s individual learning needs

Years 3 to 6 (Stages 2 and 3)

Although as students progress they increasingly work independently on their homework it is important that teachers continue to provide guidance and assistance particularly in the development of study habits. Students need to have the opportunity to experience different types of homework and that the amount of time students are expected to work on homework is realistic. 
As a general guide, the amount of time for students in Stage 2 is 30 minutes per night including reading and for Stage 3 students is 30-45 minutes per night (Monday-Thursday).  This is an average, and includes 20 - 30 minutes reading time.
Although most homework is likely to be set in the areas of English, Mathematics and Human Society and its Environment, it could be set across all areas of the curriculum. There will be times when students are provided with the opportunity to negotiate the amount, type and timeframes of homework.  In Stage 3, homework diaries will be used to develop students’ organisational skills and time management, and to improve home-school communication. 
In Stage 2, homework activities include: 

· spelling activities 
· mathematics activities that consolidate concepts and learning covered in class

· multiplication activities
· problem solving

· home reading 

· topic talks (fortnightly)

· specific literacy and numeracy activities tailored to meet student’s individual learning needs

In Stage 3, homework activities include: 

· spelling activities 

· mathematics activities that consolidate concepts and learning 

· multiplication activities

· problem solving

· independent reading program
· preparation for speeches

· term research projects

· specific literacy and numeracy activities tailored to meet student’s individual learning needs

Where research projects are set, the aim of the task will be given to the students.  This will include an emphasis on process, content and presentation. In addition, in class support will be given and the timeframe for completion will be outlined.

Wherever possible, homework should be supported by the use of technology such as home computers, e-mail and the internet for organising and accessing information. However, students who do not have access to such technology at home should not be disadvantaged.
Homework monitoring, evaluation and review processes will be implemented in line with DOE Guidelines
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