
 

 

  

Upcoming Events 

Friday 21 June 3-6 Assembly School Hall 9am 
Area Cross Country Carnival – Gosford Race Track, Racecourse Rd, Gosford 
No PSSA 

Tuesday 25 June Ryde School Spectacular Choir Rehearsal 1 – Ryde Civic Centre 
Stage 1 Scienza Viva Incursion – “Food Chemistry Workshop” Year 1 

Wednesday 26 June Stage 1 Scienza Viva Incursion – “Food Chemistry Workshop” Year 2 

Thursday 27 June Kindergarten 2020 School Tour 12pm 

Friday 28 June K-2 Assembly School Hall 9am 
PSSA - AFL-ESL Hall, Netball & Soccer – Meadowbank, Tiger Tag – Morrison Bay 

Monday 1 July Stage 2 Planatarium Incursion School Hall 

Wednesday 3 July Multicultural Public Speaking Local Finals 

Thursday 4 July Reports go home 

Friday 5 July 3-6 Assembly School Hall 9am – Cross Country ribbons to be handed out 
PSSA - AFL-ESL Hall, Netball & Soccer – Meadowbank, Tiger Tag – Morrison Bay 
Last Day of School 

Monday 22 July  Pupil Free Day  

Tuesday 23 July Term 3 students first day back at school 

Wednesday 24 July Kindergarten 2020 School Tour 12pm 

Tuesday 30 July Interrelate 6pm-8.15pm  
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Cheers to our students  
 
Well done school aerobics teams – all four teams and our solo performer through to Nationals on the Gold 
Coast in August.  Thank you to the coaching team, Mrs Hyland, Miss Kenney, Miss New, Mrs Lewis and 
Mrs Biro.  A special thanks to Mrs Biro for her commitment to the team whilst on maternity leave.   
Well done to our students who have had work selected for Operation Art from K-2 Emily and Annie and 
from 3-6 Joshua and Chloe. 
Also a shout out to Joshua in stage two for his success in an external writing competition. Great piece of 
poetry!  
 
Building Update 
Exciting pool news.   
Many thanks to Chloe from stage two Seuss for her carefully crafted letter about the pool; I am very happy 
to share some good news. 
 
Invitations to Tender have been issued to the five short-listed, prequalified and registered builders for the 
pool and attached facilities.  Drawings and updates will be provided once available.  The Ausgrid upgrade 
to electricity is progressing with a site for the new substation being negotiated.  
 
School build remains on track with the office relocation will happen on the final days of term 2. Furniture 
has been delivered and site inspections held to identify any defects or faults.  The landscaping is being 
established and fencing will be reinstated prior to the handback of the building during the school holidays. 
 
The classrooms are also on track with handover still scheduled for the holidays at the end of term 3. The 
school staff are currently working on a moving plan as to which classes will occupy the new learning areas. 
 
Community 
A reminder to have a look at City of Ryde traffic study reports.  The reports are available through the 
council’s website. www.ryde.nsw.gov.au/haveyoursay.  There are a number of changes suggested for both 
the short and the long term to improve student safety.  Please have a good look at the report and provide 
comment to City of Ryde.   
 
Wednesday coffee cart at Lovell Rd entrance and library open for parent borrowing.  A great opportunity to 
grab a book to share with your child or look at our growing range of parent resources.  We are also 
currently refreshing our bilingual library with the help of our Mandarin and Korean community language 
teachers. As Denistone East has 37 cultures represented we would welcome parents from all cultural 
backgrounds to assist with the location and selection of children’s literature from a range of language 
backgrounds. 
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Learning 
Next week year One and year Two will participate in some exciting science with a visit from Scienza Viva- 
Food Chemistry Workshop.  Using common materials from the kitchen, the classes will separate colour 
mixtures, measure the acidity of a solution with red cabbage juice, make ink from tea and nails, use eggs to 
show how cooking chemically changes food, make works of art with milk and food colouring, look at the 
properties of unusual materials and of course, have a bit of fun with the reaction between vinegar and 
sodium bicarbonate. 
 
Our Spectacular Choir will rehearse with the other school choirs next Tuesday at Ryde Civic Centre in 
preparation for their Opera House Performance. 
 
Thank you to Ryan Marshall, Laura New Judy Hyland and the Stage Three Team for the organisation of our 
first athletics carnival at Sydney Olympic Stadium Warmup track.  The carnival was a great success and it 
is wonderful to have a venue with excellent facilitates and capacity to have us all there together.  K-2 really 
enjoyed the atmosphere and being part of the day.   
 
Good luck to our cross country competitors competing in Gosford on Friday in the Area Cross Country.  
Let’s hope the Gosford Racetrack has you galloping to victory! 
 
“Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.” ~ William Butler Yeats 
 
 
 
Michelle Collyer 
Principal 
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Leaders Report 
Last Saturday the Denistone East Aerobics teams went to Chatswood to perform at the State Finals. They 
were absolutely amazing and they all successfully made it through to Nationals. Each team received a gold, 
silver or bronze medal and we are all very proud of their efforts.  
The K-6 Athletics Carnival was on Tuesday and was a great day. Thank you to all the teachers for 
organising such a fantastic carnival. It was so good to see so many students participating and cheering for 
their house. Thank you to all the house leaders for managing your house areas and keeping the chants 
going. 
 
Good luck to all of those students going to Regional Cross Country on Friday. We hope you do your best! 
 
Stewart House Collection 
Denistone East will have its second Stewart House collection for 2019 on 3 July 3 which is Wednesday of 
week 10. (This is the last collection for 2019) Bags will be sent home on Tuesday 18 June to each family 
and can be filled and sent to the office after that date. Stewart House does a wonderful job of caring for 
vulnerable children across this state and the ACT so please support them. Place good used clothing and 
manchester in the bag and return to school by Tuesday 2 July. 
Thanks for your support 
Deborah Owen 
 
Years 3-6 ICAS Assessments 2019 
Our school has supported the University of New South Wales ICAS assessment program for a number of 
years. Up to and including last year, the assessments have been pen and paper tests. ICAS has moved to 
an online platform in 2019, with testing taking place between the 2nd and 20th September. As you are 
aware, the online processes involved with NAPLAN were challenging.  
 
Like most schools, our school conducted the assessments during school hours supervised by teachers. 
The number of students participating in the ICAS tests in previous years indicate that all classes in Years 3-
6 will be disrupted during the weeks of the testing time.  
After much discussion, our school will not participate in 2019 ICAS. While this may be disappointing, 
students will not be disadvantaged. The marks obtained from ICAS have never been used to inform 
teaching and learning, nor have they been used as part of the OC/Selective High School applications.  
Many of the schools in our area that have supported ICAS in the past have also opted not to participate this 
year, including (but not limited to): Cherrybrook, Beecroft, Murray Farm, Oakhill Drive, West Pennant Hills, 
Epping West, Epping Heights, Ryde East, Boronia Park, North Ryde, Balmain and North Kellyville.  
 
We believe there are options available within the local community should you still wish for your child to 
participate in the ICAS assessments.  
 
Thank you for your understanding.  
Michelle Collyer 
Principal 
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Aerobics State Final 
Last Saturday 4 Aerobics Teams and 1 Singles competed in the NSW School Aerobics State Final. Our 
Year 3 Team and our Boys Team won Gold medals and our 2 Senior Girls Teams won Silver and Bronze 
medals. Zachary L also competed in the Singles section and won a Gold medal. 
All these students are now eligible to represent NSW in the School Aerobics National Competition on the 
Gold Coast in August. 
Congratulations to all these students on an amazing effort. 
Aerobics Coaches 
 
Operation Art 2019 
A huge thank you to everyone that participated in Operation Art 2019. There were two uplifting artworks 
chosen from each class that were entered into the Denistone East Operation Art Gallery. All students were 
given the opportunity to become art critics and vote for their favourite artwork. The votes were collated to 
award a K-2 and 3-6 People Choice Award. We also thank our experienced Curator for choosing two more 
artworks to be awarded the Curator's Choice. The four artworks that were selected have been delivered to 
the Operation Arts Unit. 
The winners of K-2 are Emily. L  Year 2, Annie. P Year 1 
The winners of 3-6 are Joshua. P Stage 2 and Chloe. C Stage 3 
Congratulations to all students that participated. 
Kate Bowman and Keryn Simpson 
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Congratulations 
Congratulations to Joshua on winning the Laura Literacy Award his poem is below. 
Where Did They Go? 
The pencil next to me.  
Where did it go?  
The books next to me.  
Where did they go?  
The water bottle next to me.  
Where did it go?  
Chatting is gone  
Jokes are gone  
Smiles are gone  
Tick tock tick tock same days go by… 
Hustling and bustling the same movements  
I am looking for hidden pictures  
The name on the wall is still there  

Drawings on the table are still there  

I only have the missing heart  
Today my best friend went away to another school. 
 

Library 
Premier’s Reading Challenge 

Congratulations to the 12 students in Year 3-6 for recently completing their Premier’s 
Reading Challenge (PRC): 
Year 3: Tianming, Sarah R, Suyi 
Year 4: Ferdinand 
Year 5: Sienna 
Year 6: Eric C, Ellen, Olek, Ashton, Chenumi, Alicia, Monica 
 
Scholastic Book Club 

Issue 4 Scholastic Book Club orders are starting to arrive. They will be delivered to your son/daughter’s 
classroom ASAP. Please be patient as once again this was a particularly large order. 
Growing Strong Minds 
During their next lesson, each stage will focus on the following character strength: 
Stage 3 – Teamwork 
Stage 2 – Forgiveness 
Stage 1 – Fairness 
Early Stage 1 – Reflection (reviewing character strengths) 
Please find following further information about each of these strengths – including what to say and what to 
do with individuals who display this strength. What to say, do and read as well as fun facts and shadow 
side information is also included. 
Thank you 
A very big THANK YOU to the wonderful mums who assist in the library shelving books, tidying shelves as 
well as take book home to cover. Your volunteer work is greatly appreciated. 
 
Ms Armstrong & Ms Diaco 
 

 

   Student News                 



 

 
The character strength Teamwork refers to working well with others. It refers to being hard working for the 
benefit of the common good, the team. 

Teamwork involves loyalty and citizenship. 

 
WHAT TO SAY? 

Talk to your child about which strengths are important in a team? Perhaps focus on 
a team they are in (for instance a sports team, chess, choir, orchestra etc.) 

Discuss which of your child’s character strengths would benefit a team and why. 

“Well done for encouraging the others, that shows good teamwork.” 

“Great job setting the table together, good teamwork.” 

“Good work waiting for the others, that shows kindness and teamwork.” 

“You all worked well together, everyone contributed and supported each other. 
Great teamwork.” 

 
WHAT TO DO? 

Choose a strength to focus on for a week as a family. How can you help each 
other to be a strong team? 

Practice good communication skills. 

Encourage others. 

Volunteer for a group, perhaps at your school. 

Encourage positive self-talk about your team e.g. ‘We can do this.” 

“Encourage children to work on a project together or complete a chore together”. 

 
SHADOW SIDE? 

You may become too obsessed with your team and view them as superior to others 
and beyond negative repute. You may also find it difficult to complete tasks 
independently. 

 
FUN FACT? 

‘One of the strengths that predicts fewer depressive symptoms in high school 
students (Niemiec 2018).’ 



 
Forgiveness refers to giving people a second chance and not holding a grudge. This means: letting go of 
anger and sadness when someone has made a mistake. When ready to, saying “I forgive you” when someone 
apologises, and not remaining upset. It involves understanding that we all make mistakes and being able to 
move on. 

It is necessary to honour the hurt/grief caused by an action before you can then forgive yourself or others. 
Forgiveness does not mean forgetting or accepting someone’s behaviour. You don’t have to agree with 
what has happened to forgive. 

 
WHAT TO SAY? 

“It’s good how you forgave Flynn when he apologized, it was an accident.” 
 
“Forgiving someone doesn’t mean you’re saying that what they did was okay, it’s 
saying that you choose to move on and not stay angry or upset.” 

“It’s good how you have forgiven Ruby, we all make mistakes.” 

 
WHAT TO DO? 

Practise empathy – if you are annoyed with someone think about why they 
might be behaving that way. 

Role model forgivingness – understand that we all make mistakes. 
 
Discuss with your child how it feels in their body when they fully forgive someone. And 
also how it feels when they are finding it hard to forgive. Holding a grudge often feels 
worse for us than it does for the person we are finding it hard to forgive. 

WHAT TO READ? Molly and Mae by Danny Parker 

 
SHADOW SIDE? 

You may let people walk all over you. You may also not hold yourself accountable. 
Ensure you have appropriate boundaries. 

 
FUN FACT? 

Forgiveness increases self-esteem and builds relationships. Empathy assists people to 
forgive. It is important that children witness others role modelling forgiveness. 

 
There are many psychological and physical health benefits of forgiveness, including 
improved ‘emotional wellbeing, social support and spiritual wellbeing.’ Additionally 
forgiving people ‘experience less anger, anxiety, depression and hostility than less-
forgiving people’ (Niemiec 2018). 

 



 
Children need to understand that Fairness involves everyone receiving what they need, not necessarily 
everyone receiving the same. That is, Fairness refers to treating people equitably. 

Role modelling this is important. 

Fairness requires empathy for others. 

 
WHAT TO SAY? 

“I like how you waited your turn, that shows the strength Fairness.” 

“It is good to play by the rules, that is fair.” 

“We need to wait in the queue, it is the fair thing to do.” 

“Well done for dividing the cake out equally, that is fair.” 

“I know you are upset that you only got one turn, but remember Julie missed out 
last time, so giving her a second go is fair.” 

“I know fairness is important to you, do you think it’s fair when you keep calling 
out in class and others don’t get a turn”? 

 
WHAT TO DO? 

Play games by the rules. 

Practice empathy. Just acknowledging others feelings can help them to feel 
better. 

Role model treating people from different ethnicities non-stereotypically. 

Role model owning up when you make a mistake. 

WHAT TO READ? 
Share and Take Turns by Cheri Meiners 

Eleanor Won’t Share by Julie Gassman 

SHADOW SIDE? You may get too upset over an injustice and need to learn to let it go. 

 
 
 
 
  



 
The Cottage – Second Hand Uniform Shop  
The Cottage Shop will continue to be open on every second Thursday (even weeks) from 9:15am.  
 
Opening dates for the remainder of term 2 are: 
4th July 
 
As well as good quality second hand uniforms, we also sell new music uniforms and bags and new school 
umbrellas (all $15 each). A reminder that we take cash only. 
 
We appreciate donations of second-hand uniforms, dropped off to the shop when open or if closed to the 
school office.   
  
 
Canteen Volunteers: 
  
The roster for the remainder of Term 2 is as follows: 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
    21st June 

Maria Sanna 

24th June 
Suzanne Hayes 

25th June 
Viviane Zhuang 

26th June 
Amanda Ng 

27th June 
Tammy 
Scharenguivel 

28th June 
Zoe Dalae 

1st July 
Vani 

2nd July 
Amanda Karhani 

3rd July 
Boaly Cheung 

4th July 
Rowena Henery 

5th July (last day 
of term) 
Sunila Oak 
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