
 

 
Upcoming Events 

Monday 11 May No parents/carers are to come onto School grounds unless they have an appointment 
 
Kindergarten Group A  
Students in Kindergarten are to enter and leave the school via Brabyn Street School Office 
gate & Circular Drive 
Drop Off 8.55am-9.25am 
Collection 3pm-3.15pm 
 
Stage 2 Group A  
Students in Stage 2 are to enter and leave the school via Henderson Street  
Drop Off 8.55am-9.25am 
Collection 3.15pm-3.30pm 
 
*****Families with siblings within K-2 and 3-6 are to enter and leave via Brabyn Street -
School Office or Library gate & Circular Drive**** 
 

Tuesday 12 May No parents/carers are to come onto School grounds unless they have an appointment 
 
Kindergarten Group B  
Students in Kindergarten are to enter and leave the school via Brabyn Street School Office 
gate & Circular Drive 
Drop Off 8.55am-9.25am 
Collection 3pm-3.15pm 
 
Year 1 Group A  
Students in Year 1  are to enter and leave the school via Brabyn Street Library gate & 
Circular Drive 
Drop Off 8.55am-9.25am 
Collection 3pm-3.15pm 
 
Stage 2 Group B  
Students in Stage 2 are to enter and leave the school via Henderson Street  
Drop Off 8.55am-9.25am 
Collection 3.15pm-3.30pm 
 
*****Families with siblings within K-2 and 3-6 are to enter and leave via Brabyn Street -
School Office or Library gate & Circular Drive 
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Wednesday 14 May No parents/carers are to come onto School grounds unless they have an appointment 
 
Year 1 Group B  
Students in Year 1 are to enter and leave the school via Brabyn Street Library gate & Circular 
Drive 
Drop Off 8.55am-9.25am 
Collection 3pm-3.15pm 
 
Year 2 Group A  
Students in Year 2 are to enter and leave the school via Brabyn Street, School Office gate & 
Circular Drive 
Drop Off 8.55am-9.25am 
Collection 3pm-3.15pm 
 
Stage 3 Group A  
Students in Stage 3 are to enter and leave the school via Henderson Street 
Drop Off 8.55am-9.25am 
Collection 3.15pm-3.30pm 
 
*****Families with siblings within K-2 and 3-6 are to enter and leave via Brabyn Street -
School Office or Library gate & Circular Drive**** 
 

Thursday 15 May No parents/carers are to come onto School grounds unless they have an appointment 
 
Year 2 Group B  
Students in Year 2 are to enter and leave the school via Brabyn Street School Office gate & 
Circular Drive 
Drop Off 8.55am-9.25am 
Collection 3pm-3.15pm 
 
Stage 3 Group B  
Students in Stage 3 are to enter and leave the school via Henderson Street 
Drop Off 8.55am-9.25am 
Collection 3.15pm-3.30pm 
 
*****Families with siblings within K-2 and 3-6 are to enter and leave via Brabyn Street -
School Office or Library gate & Circular Drive**** 
 



 

 
From the Principal’s desk. 
 
Hello all, 
 

Welcome back to term 2. The term has started with a trickle of children returning and the hope to see many 
more returning next week for their face to face learning days. The whole staff are very excited about this. 
 
Learning 
You will have all received a communication from your child/children’s teacher through either Seesaw K-2 or 
Microsoft 365 for years 3-6. On the face to face learning day your child will be taught by their classroom 
teacher in their own classroom. The learning will be outcomes based with clear and explicit learning 
intentions and provide a strong scaffold and resources for the days that learning will continue at home. 
Additional learning needs and wellbeing needs will be supported by our specialist team of teachers, English 
as second language and dialect (EALD), Learning and Support and School Counselling team. Your 
child/children’s teacher will continue to monitor and support their learning and wellbeing on the days they 
are learning from home. 
 
If you children/children are attending days in addition to their set face to face days they will be provided 
support with their learning from teachers who are either Denistone East staff or part of our regular casual 
pool of quality casuals. We have selected casuals who know our school and systems well. The teachers 
will support learning at school and wellbeing, similar to how you have supported at home, ensuring the 
activities provided by their classroom teachers are completed and the children have access to specialist 
services if required. The children will be grouped according to numbers, age and stage. 
 
I know many of you are eager and comfortable to return whilst others have reservations. Whilst we are all in 
the same ocean, we are not in the same boat. You as parents need to make decisions based on your 
family’s needs and situation. Some of you will return only on your nominated day, others have or will return 
more days and some will remain learning remotely. I am aware that many families have faced very difficult 
personal situations during this time; illness, loss of work, and loss of family members. Please remember to 
let me know if there is a big challenge facing you as a family, as a school we are well resourced and may 
be able to assist. We are working with several community agencies to support families.  
 
Health and hygiene 
The Department of Education are supporting student return to school by providing the school with 
additional cleaning hours.  Denistone East will have a cleaner on site for an additional 2 hours during the 
school day, this will allow spot cleaning and the toilets to be cleaned during the day and soap supplies 
checked. All classrooms are being thoroughly cleaned each day, with all hard surfaces wiped and sanitised. 
Classrooms have a supply of hand soap, sanitiser, tissues and paper towel.   Hand hygiene and 
handwashing will be a priority, with children reminded before and after visiting the toilet, before eating and 
after eating and before entering the classroom or leaving the classroom.  
 
I request that if your child is unwell, even in a little cough you keep them home.  Staff will be very carefully 
monitoring children’s health each morning.  All unwell children will be sent to the office, and you will be 
contacted to collect them.  The school has several hospital issue thermometers that will used when 
required to check both staff and students’ temperatures.  Unwell staff are being asked to stay home and will 
also be sent home if they become unwell during the day.   
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Most of the staff at Denistone East received their influenza vaccination prior to the school holidays to 
minimise illness within the staff. Staff are being very diligent in maintaining their own health including self-
isolating and being tested for COVID-19 if they have presented with any symptoms. 
 
Drop off and collection  
A reminder about drop off and collection. 
 

• Students in K-2 are to enter and leave the school from Brabyn Street only (parents are to 
remain in their cars) staff will be on hand to assist children entering the school.  Designated 
areas will be allocated on busier days.  

• Students in 3-6 are to enter and leave the school from Henderson Street (parents to remain 
in their cars) a drop zone on the school side has been allocated. 

• Lovell Road access to the school is closed until further notice. 
 

Many of you have children in more than one stage group and may walk you children to school. We ask you 
use Brabyn Street and direct your children to access the school through the appropriate gate on Brabyn 
Street. Please do not enter the grounds or congregate. Adults must social distance and cannot meet in 
groups.  
 
Visits and Appointments  
Adults on site will be limited to staff. Appointments can be made to meet with staff and also to collect 
uniform orders (the uniform shop will provide details of its operations). The second-hand uniform shop has 
some stock and the office staff have access if you wish to purchase. Contact can be made via email to the 
school office. 
Students receiving assistance from external and allied health care providers will be provided access on a 
case by case basis in consultation with the school executive.   
 
Canteen and Food 
The canteen will be operational. A smaller menu and online orders only. The lunches will be delivered to 
the rooms and there is no counter service. K-2 students will have lunch & recess on the Lovell Road side of 
the school and 3-6 students will be on the Brabyn Street side of the school. 
Please ensure your child has a refillable water bottle, our bubblers will be off limits and the children will be 
able to fill their water bottles from the taps in the classroom. 
 
I would like to thank all the staff at Denistone East for their care, humanity and going above and beyond.  
They have remained flexible and supportive of your children’s needs whilst juggling their lives, including for 
many remote learning for their own children, elderly parents and changes in the working arrangements of 
their partners and families. I know they like me are very eager to welcome back the little people.  We all 
extend our thanks and gratitude for partnering with us in these extraordinary times. 
 
The pessimist complains about the wind; the optimist expects it to change; the realist adjusts the sails.  
William Arthur Ward 
 
Next week we adjust the sails again and hope the waters and winds remain calm. 
 
Michelle Collyer 
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President’s Message  
Message from P&C Team: 
To all parents, caregivers and children, welcome back to term 2!  As much as we love to 
meet with each other and get community events going on, we all know that things must 
be done differently during these times.  Although we do expect some alleviation in the 
near future, current restrictions are still in force, large gatherings are still not allowed 

which means unfortunately no P&C meeting can take place until further notice. Please be assured that when 
the restriction are lifted, we shall meet again.  
 

#Iso Mother’s Day celebrations  
Mother’s Day gift stall usually takes place during one of school day prior Mother’s Day which provides 
opportunity for kids purchasing some lovely presents for mums. Unfortunately, no Mother’s Day stall will be 
held this year, but we would like to share some great Mother’s Day ideas with you from online resources. 
 
Mums are incredible! We love them because they give us kisses and cuddles. We thank them because 
they give us unconditional love. We are grateful to them because they protect and nurture us.  So it is only 
right that we take this Sunday to show our appreciation.  
 

To all our lovely DEPS mothers and grandmothers,  
We wish you a Happy Mother's Day this Sunday  

Finding it hard to duck out to the shops? Desperate for ideas? Well, here are a few websites that do 
amazing DIY Mother's Day gifts: 

• https://mumsgrapevine.com.au/2015/04/mothers-day-diy-gifts/ 
• 48 DIY Mother's Day Gifts That Are the Best Way to Say "I Love You" 
• https://www.pinterest.com.au/sarahmgellar/diy-mothers-day-gifts/ 

 
Or, if a DIY card is something you and child are after: 

• https://cutediyprojects.com/diy/30-cute-and-creative-diy-mothers-day-cards-every-child-can-make/ 
• https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/holidays/mothers-day/g20103457/homemade-mothers-day-

cards/?slide=13 
• 25+ Mothers Day Crafts for Kids 
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If you are unsure on how to iso celebrate at home, here are some lovely ideas: 
https://www.hugsforkids.com.au/blogs/hugsforkids/iso-mothers-day 
 
Our very first #Iso Mother's Day celebration! If you would like to share your interesting experience with other 
DEPS families via the school newsletter, please email your story to depssec@gmail.com. We would love to 
hear it! We would love to share the (virtual) human contact! 
 
Grounds Report - Welcome to Autumn! 
While we have been focused on the extraordinary changes happening around us in our human world, the 
natural world has been quietly moving through seasonal changes too.  As the days become cooler, the 
deciduous trees are starting to show their change of leaf colour as nutrients are returned to the trunk and 
leaves released to the wind before winter dormancy.  The spectacular autumn leaves are a great inspiration 
for craft, painting and art projects as well as writing.  Go on a nature walk finding colourful 
leaves to inspire some imaginative activities with your children.   
 
Example:   
https://mumsgrapevine.com.au/2016/05/14-autumn-activities-kids/  
https://mumsgrapevine.com.au/2015/04/leaf-crafts/  

Google – kidspot autumn craft 
Other changes happening around the school grounds include:   

• mulching under trees next to the K-2 classroom block 
• Jacaranda tree mulched and lavender planted near the Cola 
• growing of seedlings in raised boxes 
• beginning of creating the new sensory garden area 

   
As more children return to school, don’t forget to pack a plastic free 
lunchbox and continue recycling soft plastics so we can keep the 
environment well cared for and litter free! 
 
Canteen 

Although students are required to only physically attending school on limited days, our school canteen 
remains open to provide freshly made lunch(es) to your children which hopefully assist you ticking one thing 
off your list. 
 
We would suggest parents to set up a quicker reminder yourself to order lunch through Munch Monitor prior 
the allotted day to avoid late ordering.  
 
Music  
Whilst face to face band ensemble and tutoring are not going ahead, new formats of online tutoring and online 
band ensemble resources are very much ongoing now. Feedback has been positive from various parents, 
and the children seem to enjoy the new ways of learning during this special time and are coping very well. 
Congratulations to all our families and thank you for the ongoing support! 
 
2nd hand Uniform Shop 
2nd hand uniform shop remains closed until further notice due to social distancing restrictions. We will keep 
you posted once we can open our door to community again.  
 
Finally, we wish all DEPS parents, grandparents and students a much smoother run this term and hope to 
see you all around in school again soon! 
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